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What is the night-time economy?

Definitions of time

• 24-hr, after hours, after dark etc

• 6pm-6am is the most commonly used definition

• Often split into phases of the night e.g. twilight, early evening, late night

Definitions of activities 

• Core NTE (food, drink and entertainment)

• There’s been greater attention turned to increasing both the:

‒ diversity of activities and 

‒ the diversity of people using the night 



The rise of night-time economy governance globally

“Night mayors - also called ‘managers’ 
and ‘czars,’ among other designations - 
are individuals selected by cities to act 
as a liaison between nightlife 
establishments, citizens and local 
governments”

(Seijas & Gelders, 2021)





NSW Office of the 24-Hour Economy Commissioner 



Measuring the Australian Night-Time Economy

• Council of Capital City Lord Mayors analysis by Ingenium Research 

• Measures establishments, employment and sales turnover



Measuring the Night Time Economy 2024 



Number of businesses trading in Canberra

Day (6am-6pm)                           Night (6pm-6pm)



Focusing on precincts



Supporting Canberra’s night-time economy



Calls for further support in Canberra



In summary

• A strong night-time economy ($4.5bn)

• Minister dedicated to the sector

• Development of entertainment precincts

What’s working well?

Opportunities for Canberra

• Further advocacy 

• Considering governance structures to connect government, business and customer

• Expanding beyond nightlife and considering the 24-hour economy

• Thinking about the night in all aspects of city planning (e.g. transport, lighting)

• Business in precincts working collectively to trial new ideas:

‒ Tailored to the needs of Canberrans and its visitors

‒ People need to know about it (i.e. well advertised)

‒ Events need to be consistent and accessible / easy to participate in



Q&A

Anna Edwards

anna.edwards@unimelb.edu.au 

anna@ingeniumresearch.com.au

linkedin.com/in/1annaedwards
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